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It has been accepted that blacks and working classes are forced to use a middle class code which is tantamount to an alien language: why shouldn’t it be the same for women? 


Imbalance in the language is shown in the fact that there are 200 words for sexually promiscuous females, 20 for men [Julia Stanley 1973]. Similarly:


Lord =	high rank	Lady = all women


Governor = status	Governess = working with little children


Master = power	Mistress = sexual connotations


King = power		Queen = debased sexual connotations


Professional = 	when applied to a woman it is difficult not to think of a prostitute





Only men have permanent names; women don’t have the right to surnames. Surnames in our culture are an “indication of the sire”. History has traced his story. Women are more likely to be called by their first names, and Mrs/Miss are labels for the convenience of men.


So what should change: language or society? DS says both.


DS argues that studies of women’s language have always been biased. Lakoff speculated that women use more tag questions, showing that they are more hesitant: in fact, men use more - and yet no one suggests that men might lack confidence in their language. Hartman [1976] described women’s language as euphemistic - ‘flowery, tentative, qualified’. DS predicts that if men spoke the same way it would be interpreted as polished, thoughtful and balanced. 


In congenitally deaf males, their voices do not break at puberty - suggesting a degree of social conditioning. Men and women all have access to the same pitch, but it is not biologically determined that women must use the higher ones and men he lower [cf Crystal’s Encyclopaedia  - he contradicts this]. Socially it represents man’s entry to manhood. Note also how the BBC uses male voices for serious topics. 


Not one study proves that women talk more than men - probably the reverse is true. Too much linguistic research is seeking deficiencies in women’s speech. Women are considered to be “linguistically available” to men: their own talk is not considered important. Men made the world which women must inhabit, and then created the grammatical ‘rules’ to perpetuate their superiority.
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